
24

M
em

bers O
nly

N
EW

S
~

For M
em

bers of B
lue R

idge 

C
O

R
PO

R
AT

E O
FFIC

E
PO

 Box 112 • Lenoir, N
C

 28645

C
H

IEF EX
EC

U
T

IV
E O

FFIC
ER

D
oug Johnson

ED
ITO

R
R

enée R
. W

hitener

PRO
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 SU

PERV
ISO

R
Susan Sim

m
ons

D
IST

R
IC

T
 O

FFIC
ES

C
aldw

ell 
(828) 754-9071

W
atauga 

(828) 264-8894
A

she 
(336) 246-7138

A
lleghany 

(336) 372-4646
From

 W
ilkes 

(336) 838-4655
Pow

erLine
® 

1 (800) 448-2383
(Pow

erLine
® is an autom

ated account 
inform

ation and outage reporting 
system

.)

Toll Free 
1 (800) 451-5474

(for m
em

bers outside the service area)

To report an outage at any tim
e,

call one of the num
bers listed above.

O
FFIC

E H
O

U
R

S
8:30 am

 - 5:00 pm
, M

onday - Friday
N

ight deposit available.

V
isit us on the w

eb:
w

w
w

.BlueR
idgeEM

C
.com

M
eet Your B

oard C
andidates

You have the opportunity to m
eet the candidates for your cooperative’s B

oard of 
D

irectors during “M
eet the C

andidate” forum
s being held in each local B

lue R
idge 

E
lectric offi ce on the follow

ing dates: 

C
aldw

ell D
istrict    

M
ay 12 

 
W

atauga D
istrict 

 
M

ay 14
A

lleghany D
istrict  

M
ay 18 

 
A

she D
istrict 

 
M

ay 21

E
ach forum

 begins at 7 p.m
.

R
ep. C

ullie Tarleton m
et w

ith B
lue R

idge 
E

lectric P
resident K

enneth G
reene, of 

A
she C

ounty, and S
ecretary-Treasurer 

Joy C
offey, of W

atauga C
ounty, as coop-

erative offi cials recently traveled to R
aleigh 

w
ith other N

orth C
arolina electric cooper-

atives as part of the group’s governm
ental 

relations efforts. C
ooperatives advocate           

for issues that benefi t the com
m

unities they 
serve, especially to keep the cost of electricity 
affordable. R

ep. Tarleton has w
orked tirelessly on m

any different issues to benefi t 
those he represents in W

atauga and A
she counties.

U
se a program

m
able therm

ostat to vary your hom
e’s tem

-
perature based on your schedule. Studies have show

n that 
you can save one to three percent of heating and cooling 
costs for every degree you set your therm

ostat back and 
leave the entire day or an average of one percent for an 
eight-hour set-back.

Source: U
.S. D

epartm
ent of Energy
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M
em

bers See H
uge Savings w

ith 
C

o-op C
onnections ® C

ard 
M

em
bers using their B

lue R
idge E

lectric C
o-op C

onnections
® card are 

realizing huge savings at pharm
acies and participating local businesses 

through this special card only available to cooperative m
em

bers. 

The C
o-op C

onnections card is a Touchstone E
nergy

® program
 involving elec-

tric cooperatives across the country that allow
s card holders to receive discounts 

from
 any participating business or pharm

acy across the nation. B
lue R

idge E
lectric 

fi rst sent its m
em

bers C
o-op C

onnections cards in 2006 w
hen it launched the pro-

gram
. M

ore than 100 local businesses across the cooperative’s service area con-
tinue to offer discounts unique to their business or service to card holders.

In D
ecem

ber 2007, the card w
as resent to B

lue R
idge m

em
bers because a valu-

able new
 feature w

as added: local and national pharm
acies agreed to offer 10 to 

60 percent savings on m
any prescriptions at over 48,000 independent and national 

pharm
acy chains including C

V
S

, W
algreens, W

al-M
art, and Target. 

To date, B
lue R

idge m
em

bers have used their C
o-op C

onnections card to fi ll m
ore than 

8,000 prescriptions and saved m
ore than $325,000. This is an average savings of 

35 percent!

To locate area pharm
acies, go to w

w
w

.locateproviders.com
 and search by using 

your zip code, telephone num
ber or pharm

acy nam
e. Look up discount prescription 

prices at w
w

w
.rxpricequotes.com

.

M
any other discounts are available at local restaurants and retail stores display-

ing the C
o-op C

onnections sign. To locate the m
ost current listing of participating 

businesses, go to w
w

w
.B

lueR
idgeEM

C
.com

 and click on the C
o-op C

onnections 
link at the top of any page. You can also fi nd a full list of participating businesses 
nationw

ide at http://co-opconnections.com
.

“W
e hope all our m

em
bers take advantage of the C

o-op C
onnections card and the 

savings it can provide,” said R
enee W

hitener, director of public relations.

A
pril 2009

C
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If you did not receive
 or m

isplaced your card, 
sim

ply call your local 
B

lue R
idge E

lectric 
offi ce for a replacem

ent.
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A
t B

lue R
idge E

lectric, our m
ission is 

fi rst and forem
ost to deliver affordable 

and reliable pow
er to our m

em
ber-

ow
ners. It’s w

hy electric cooperatives 
w

ere created, and it’s our m
ost im

-
portant com

m
itm

ent to you. W
e are 

now
 

experiencing, 
how

ever, 
one 

of 
the m

ost challenging tim
es in our his-

tory to m
aintain affordability. The cost 

pressure is prim
arily due to four key 

philosophical 
shifts 

that 
are 

driving 
public policy: global clim

ate change, 
renew

able energy portfolio standards, 
an anti-coal m

ovem
ent, and a tax on 

carbon (coal) as proposed in P
resident 

O
bam

a’s recent budget. O
ver the next 

several m
onths, I w

ill address each of 
these areas, but for this m

onth let’s 
look at the proposed carbon tax (cap 
and trade plan). 

P
resident’s O

bam
a’s budget plan w

ill 
increase electricity prices for consum

-
ers as it seeks to raise $80 billion a 
year, starting in 2012, by adopting a 
“cap-and-trade” system

 w
here lim

its 
w

ould be set (capped) on how
 m

uch 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases 

that 
industries 

can 
em

it. 
In-

dustries such as electric generation 
utilities w

ould incur signifi cant addi-
tional costs to buy allow

ances for car-
bon em

issions. These cost increases 
w

ould then be passed on to distribu-
tion utilities like B

lue R
idge E

lectric. 
The P

resident’s budget projects the 
plan w

ill raise $645 billion from
 these 

sales betw
een 2012 and 2019. 

U
nfortunately, 

this 
plan 

w
ill 

cause 
substantial electric rate increases for 
states that receive a lot of electricity 
from

 coal generation. The hardest hit 
w

ill be states like N
orth C

arolina w
here 

alm
ost 50 percent of our pow

er is gen-
erated from

 coal plants.  W
hile w

e are 
currently evaluating the estim

ated rate 
im

pacts for this plan, w
e estim

ate it 
could m

ean an additional retail rate in-
crease of 15 – 20 percent depending 
on the price of em

ission allow
ances. 

W
hile w

e support a long term
 effort for 

our nation to achieve a cleaner envi-
ronm

ent and to becom
e m

ore energy 
independent, w

e differ from
 som

e of 
those crafting legislation on C

apitol 
H

ill on how
 to achieve these goals. W

e 
believe w

e should consider the best in-
terests of consum

ers by balancing the 
cost to consum

ers w
hile achieving en-

vironm
ental goals over a longer period 

of tim
e. 

O
ne of the m

ost concerning points 
about the proposed plan is that m

ost 
of the m

oney generated from
 this plan 

w
ould be used for governm

ent pro-
gram

s and initiatives, budget short-
falls, and tax relief. W

e do not believe 
it’s the best solution for a carbon em

is-
sions tax w

hich produces revenue for 
the federal governm

ent to be used 
for other program

s. In essence, this 
plan w

ill extract signifi cant am
ounts of 

m
oney from

 the south and m
id-w

est 
areas of the country and redistribute it 
to other regions.

N
ow

 m
ore than ever, w

e should all be 
concerned about w

hat rising electricity 
costs w

ill do to the average fam
ily and 

to additional m
anufacturing job losses 

in N
orth C

arolina. Let m
e assure you 

that B
lue R

idge E
lectric w

ill advocate 
strongly for a balanced solution that 
keeps in m

ind cost im
pacts for our 

m
em

bers.  B
ut w

e need your help to be       

successful. It w
ill take everyone w

ork-
ing together and m

aking our voices 
heard on C

apitol H
ill to keep electricity 

reasonably priced.

P
lease join w

ith us to ask our elected 
offi cials in W

ashington, D
.C

., to bal-
ance any votes they cast about elec-
tricity w

ith the need to keep it afford-
able. D

iversifying our nation’s energy 
portfolio, reducing carbon em

issions, 
and m

aking our country m
ore energy 

independent are critical issues; how
-

ever, w
e need to take a longer-term

 ap-
proach that doesn’t put so m

uch addi-
tional fi nancial strain on N

orth C
arolina 

fam
ilies and businesses at this tim

e.  

W
e’re asking all of our m

em
bers to use 

the w
eb site or toll free telephone num

-
ber created by the N

orth C
arolina elec-

tric cooperatives to allow
 consum

ers 
to easily and effectively contact our 
representatives 

in 
C

ongress. 
 

Visit 
w

w
w

.findabalancedsolution.com
 

to fi nd a sam
ple letter to w

hich you 
can add your ow

n com
m

ents or send 
as is. You can also call the toll free 
1-877-40-B

A
LA

N
C

E
 to contact your 

elected offi cials. 

D
oing the right thing for the environ-

m
ent is im

portant. A
s a cooperative, 

w
e believe doing the right thing for 

our m
em

ber’s pocketbooks is equally 
im

portant. W
e can balance environ-

m
ental goals w

ith affordable electricity. 
W

e urge you to join w
ith us in this goal 

by visiting fi ndabalancedsolution.com
 

and m
ake your voice heard.

An Editorial by Chief Executive O
ffi cer D

oug Johnson

34   APR
IL 2009   C

arolina C
ountry 

N
ational B

udget W
ill R

aise 
E

lectricity P
rices

27Join us at the H
olm

es 
C

onvocation C
enter on 

Saturday, July 25. D
oors 

open at 6:30 p.m
.

A
n A

ppalachian Sum
m

er Festival

Finale C
oncert  

w
ith Kenny Loggins

Saturday, July 25 at 7:30 p.m
.

H
olm

es C
onvocation C

enter, Appalachian State U
niversity

D
oors open at 6:30 p.m

.

Adult tickets w
ith Blue R

idge Electric m
em

ber discount - $25  (regularly $30) 
C

hildren’s tickets - $5

*All tickets m
ust be purchased through ASU

Sponsored by: Blue Ridge Electric M
em

bership C
orporation

M
ore N

ew
s

C
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A
n A

ppalachian Sum
m

er Festival Finale C
oncert: K

enny Loggins

T
icket O

rder Form
T

ickets m
ay be ordered from

 A
SU

 by phone, FA
X

, m
ail, or at w

w
w

.BlueR
idgeEM

C
.com

:
For m

ail orders, cut (
1. 

�
) this form

 out and send it along w
ith your check, m

oney order,  VISA
®

 or M
aster-

C
ard

®
  num

ber to:
 

Farthing A
uditorium

 Box O
ffi ce

 
A

ppalachian State U
niversity

 
PO

 Box 32057
 

Boone, N
C

  28608-2057 
For phone orders using your V

ISA
2. 

® or M
asterC

ard
®, call toll free: 1-800-841-2787 or (828) 262-4046 in the 

Boone area. H
ours: 10 a.m

. - 5 p.m
., M

onday - Friday. B
lue R

idge m
em

bers - to receive your discount, 
have your electric account num

ber ready.
FA

X
 this order form

 w
ith your V

ISA
3. 

®
 or M

asterC
ard

®
  num

ber to:  (828) 262-2848.
To order tickets over the Internet, go to w

w
w

.BlueRidgeEM
C

.com
 and click on “

4. 
A

SU
 C

oncert T
ickets.”

N
am

e
Address
C

ity 
 

 
 

 
 

State 
 

 
Zip

Blue Ridge Electric account num
ber (required for discount)

Phone (day) 
 

 
   (evening)

   Adult tickets         x $25  = $ 
 

 
�
 

C
heck:  (payable to A

SU
) 

   C
hildren’s tickets  x $  5  = $      

 
 

C
harge to m

y:     �
Visa

®             �
M

asterC
ard

® 
   (12 years &

 younger)  
 

 
 

C
redit C

ard #
 

 
Subtotal     $ 

 
 

Exp. D
ate

 
  H

andling C
harge    $ 

    $2.00  
Signature  

 
 

 
         G

rand Total     $                                      
 

All tickets m
ust be purchased 

through ASU
.

* Tickets w
ill be held at the box offi ce and can be picked 

up at the H
olm

es Convocation Center on the day of the 
concert, or they can be m

ailed back if a self-addresed 
envelope is included and received by July 12.
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