
Look for Your Capital Credits Check 
in Your Annual Report

Thanks to a $2 million capital credits retirement recently approved by 
your board of directors, the number of members receiving capital credits 

checks and refunds this year will nearly quadruple. 

For the first time, members will receive their capital credits checks inside 
their annual report which, like your member newsletter, features a new look. 

Be sure and look inside because you may one of more than 20,000 members 
receiving your capital credits check inside this year’s annual report! 

Another 31,000 members will receive information about their capital credits bill 
credit inside their annual report. 

How do you know if you’ll receive a check or bill credit? Members due a capital 
credits refund of $15 or more will receive a check. Members due a refund of less 
than $15 will receive a bill credit. Checks are sent to members receiving the larger 
capital credits refunds because we want you to have the opportunity to spend 
your refund the way you wish — and not have to apply it to your electric bill if you 
would rather spend it another way. On the other hand, we give a bill credit to those  
receiving less than $15 because members have told us it’s more convenient to have 
it credited to their bill as opposed to having to cash a check for a smaller amount. 

The new look for your annual report is also designed to better inform members 
about capital credits because many of you have said that you’re unaware of this 
cooperative benefit. We hope the new annual report provides not only key informa-
tion about how your cooperative is performing, 
but also gives you helpful information about cap-
ital credits and other services offered by your 
cooperative. 

Be sure and look for your new format annual 
report — and possible capital credits check — 
coming to your mailbox in May! 

 

Meet the Candidates
You have the opportunity to meet the candidates for your cooperative’s board 

of directors during “Meet the Candidates” forums being held in each local Blue 
Ridge Electric office on the following dates: 

Watauga District . . . . . . . . . 	May 8		  Caldwell District . . . . . . . . . 	May 13
Ashe District . . . . . . . . . . . . .	May 15		  Alleghany District . . . . . . . . 	May 19

Each forum begins at 7 p.m.

 
New Meter Readers
Members may see new meter readers as the cooperative begins contracting in 
April with the company installing the cooperative’s automated meters. 

Specialized Technical Services, Inc. (TEAMsTs or STS), 
is a national service organization actively engaged in 
providing meter reading, Automated Meter Reading 
(AMR), Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI), and data management.

In addition to reading traditional meters, STS is assisting Blue Ridge in a three-
year phase-in of Automated Metering Infrastructure (AMI) across its service area. 
These digital or “smart” meters use new technology to record and communicate 
electricity consumption and power quality in greater detail which will assist the 
cooperative with power reliability efforts as well as give members energy infor-
mation that will help them become wiser energy users. 

Artificial lighting can account for nearly 15 percent 
of a household’s electricity consumption. Use of new 
lighting technologies can reduce lighting energy use in 
homes by 50 to 75 percent. Reduce energy use by 

selecting lighting that uses energy more efficiently, and by installing lighting controls.
 

Source:  U.S. Department of Energy

April 2008

Members Only
NEWS ~For Members of Blue Ridge Electric

CORPORATE OFFICE
PO Box 112 • Lenoir, NC 28645

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Doug Johnson

EDITOR
Renée R. Whitener

PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR
Susan Simmons

DISTRICT OFFICES
Caldwell	 (828) 754-9071
Watauga	 (828) 264-8894
Ashe	 (336) 246-7138
Alleghany	 (336) 372-4646
From Wilkes	 (336) 838-4655
PowerLine®	 1 (800) 448-2383
(PowerLine is an automated account 
information and outage reporting system.)

Toll Free	 1 (800) 451-5474
(for members outside our service area)

To report an outage at any time,
call one of the numbers listed above.

OFFICE HOURS
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday - Friday
Night deposit available

Visit us on the web:
www.BlueRidgeEMC.com

ENERGY TIPS

ENERGY TIPS



Finale Fireworks Concert: The Charlie Daniels Band
Ticket Order Form
Tickets may be ordered from ASU by phone, FAX, mail, or at www.BlueRidgeEMC.com:

For mail orders, cut (1.	 ) this form out and send it along with your check, money order,  VISA® or MasterCard®  
number to:

	 Farthing Auditorium Box Office
	 Appalachian State University
	 PO Box 32057
	 Boone, NC  28608-2057	

For phone orders using your VISA2.	 ® or MasterCard®, call toll free: 1-800-841-2787 or (828) 262-4046 in the 
Boone area. Hours: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday. Blue Ridge members - to receive your discount, 
have your electric account number ready.
FAX this order form with your VISA3.	 ® or MasterCard®  number to:  (828) 262-2848.
To order tickets over the Internet, go to www.BlueRidgeEMC.com and click on “4.	 ASU Concert Tickets.”

Name
Address
City						      State			   Zip
Blue Ridge Electric account number (required for discount)
Phone (day)			      (evening)
   Adult tickets         x $25 	 = $			    Check:  (payable to ASU)	
   Children’s tickets  x $  5 	 = $     			   Charge to my:     Visa®             MasterCard® 
   (12 years & younger) 				    Credit Card #
		  Subtotal     $			   Exp. Date
	   Handling Charge	    $	 $2.00		  Signature				 
	          Grand Total     $			 
 
All tickets must be purchased 
through ASU.

Largest Capital Credits Retirement 
in Blue Ridge History 
I’m very pleased to announce that your board of directors recently approved a 
$2 million capital credits retirement, which is the largest capital credits retirement in the 
cooperative’s history. These funds are being returned to members this spring by way of check 
coming in your annual report this May or through a bill credit that may have already appeared on 
your bill. (Learn more about the delivery of capital credits on page 1.) In addition, we return a 
portion of capital credits retirements each year to estates of deceased members. 

Capital credits are one of the most unique and rewarding benefits you enjoy as a member of 
an electric cooperative. Cooperatives return funds to members based on their electric service 
purchases. 

Since Blue Ridge Electric was founded, over $24 million in capital credits has been returned to 
the membership. The decision to implement a capital credits retirement is considered each year 
based on careful review by your board of directors of the fiscal health of your cooperative.

Capital credits are important because they serve as the cooperative’s source of equity. They are 
the margins allocated to cooperative members based on their electricity purchases. These mar-
gins are retained for a period of years and used as capital to help fund investments in the electric 
system to ensure the cooperative is providing highly reliable and affordable electricity. 

Allocating and retiring capital credits to members are two of the practices that distinguish coop-
eratives like Blue Ridge Electric from other types of businesses. It also is the basis that allows us 
to operate as a not-for-profit business which means we do not pay income tax — this creates an 
important value for our members. 

This not-for-profit advantage helps us 
to deliver electricity to you at the low-
est possible cost.  At a cooperative, there 
is no stock to be purchased or sold; the 
members are the owners of the business. 
Capital credits are both your investment 
in the cooperative and your benefit. They 
represent your ownership in Blue Ridge 
Electric. We’re proud to offer the capital 
credits benefit and I hope you look forward 
to your capital credits check or bill credit 
information inside your newly designed 
annual report being mailed to you in May! 

An Appalachian 
Summer Festival

Finale Fireworks  
Concert  

with  

The Charlie  
Daniels Band
Saturday, July 26  

7:30 p.m.

New Location:
Holmes Convocation 

Center
Appalachian State 

University

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Adult tickets with Blue 
Ridge Electric member 

discount - $25 
(regularly $30) 

Children’s tickets - $5

*All tickets must be 
purchased through ASU.

Sponsored by

FOR SALE

1996 GMC 1500 4x4, AT, power windows, step side, sport, 
new tires, factory towing package, one of a kind. Call 
336-902-9495.

Antique dining room suite, 7 pieces, table, hutch, china cabinet, 
4 chairs, approx. 100 yrs. old. Queen Anne design. $1,500,  
negotiable. Call 336-657-3943 or 657-8044.

Lionel trains, “O” gauge freight, GP9 diesel, “Spirit of 1776” 
and 7 cars, $200. Penn GGI Engine “O” gauge, like new, $275. 
Call 828-264-3354.

Two Elvis Presley liquor decanters, 1955 and 1977, both play 
music, never been opened, $1,400. Call 828-758-7320.

1997 Plymouth Grand Voyager SE minivan. Runs great, looks 
great, new Cooper tires, $3,500. Call 336-657-1720.

Mantles, wild cherry and black walnut, and a 6” Vermeer wood 
chipper. Call 828-759-0879 or 828-729-2510.

Baby grand piano, 5’2” mahogany, built in late 1800s, excellent 
condition, refurbished, $4,200. Call Mary at 336-846-8667.

1931 Model A Ford Deluxe Tudor sedan, all original, always garaged, 
33,128 mi., $19,000. Call 828-264-2418.

NOTICE - Members of Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation are invited to submit ads for the Trading Post. However, no real estate, business or ads for 
animals will be accepted. We will place ads in the “Trading Post” on a first-come, first-served basis and we reserve the right to refuse any ads due to space limitations 
or questionable content. Ads will be limited to a maximum of four lines. We do not accept ads for wood or coal-burning appliances, or electric thermal storage units. 
Prices should be included on all items. Ads should be mailed to: Cornelia Cornell, Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation, PO Box 112, Lenoir, NC 28645.

More NewsA
n Editorial by C

hief Executive Officer Doug Johnson

* Tickets will be held at the box office and can be picked 
up at the Holmes Convocation Center on the day of the 
concert, or they can be mailed back if a self-addresed 
envelope is included and received by July 12.

Be on the lookout for your newly designed annual 
report being mailed in May - it may contain a check!


