Energy Efficiency and

Renewable Energy Impacts

The Perspective

An Editorial by Chief Executive Officer Doug Johnson

the benefits it offers to you as a consumer, to our cooperative and to

our environment. We have a strong commitment to environmental
stewardship and believe that energy efficiency efforts help protect our
environment and at the same time, help control costs for our members.

Our State General Assembly is now taking a closer look at the whole area
of energy efficiency. They are looking at ways energy efficiency can play a
key role in the overall state and na-
tional movement toward increas-
ing our use of renewable energy
sources. More and more on state
and national levels, we are seeing
greater efforts to ensure renewable
energy will play a growing role in our energy supply strategy.

We will be watching progress our General Assembly makes on energy
efficiency and renewable energy initiatives. Because any renewable energy plan
will likely mean extra cost pressure on consumers, we will be talking with our
elected officials — at both the state and national level — on the importance of
balancing economic impacts on consumers with long term improvements in
our environment. We also want to ensure legislators look at the whole range of
renewable energy sources for North Carolina, including hydro projects and
biomass in addition to wind and solar. Proper siting of potential projects, trans-
mission line investments, community support, and the existing mountain
ridgetop protection law must also be addressed.

Regarding energy efficiency on a local level, your cooperative is now con-
ducting a strategic consideration process to meet requirements of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct 2005), which amended the Public Utilities Regulatory
Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA). The goals of the EPAct 2005 are to encourage
conservation of energy, make more efficient use of electric utility facilities, and
help ensure equitable rates for consumers. Our recommendations, as well as
any comments we received from members, will be communicated to you in the
next few months.

Please see “Energy Efficiency” on page 6

B lue Ridge Electric has long been a supporter of energy efficiency and
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Meet the Candidates

ou have the opportunity to meet the
candidates for your
cooperative’s

Board of Directors
during “Meet the Can-
didate” forums being :
held in each local Blue Ridge Electric office
on the following dates:

Alleghany District:
Monday, May 21

Ashe District:
Wednesday, May 23

Caldwell District:
Tuesday, May 29

Watauga District:
Thursday, May 31

Each forum begins at 7 p.m.

Energy Efficiency

(Continued from page 5)

As you may be aware, we also have a
wealth of member information and tools for
increasing your energy efficiency available
on our web site or by calling your local Blue
Ridge Electric office.

We will be very involved in the legisla-
tive process as state and national energy
efficiency and renewable energy initiatives
are developed. We’re involved not only
because it’s good for our environment but
because there will also be costs involved for
consumers and their electric utilities. As
these initiatives progress, we will be study-
ing and communicating to you the impact
these new laws may have on our environ-
ment and your electric bill. Our goal in
everything we do is to look out for you, the
member owner of our cooperative.
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s part of Blue Ridge Electric’s spon-
sorship of An Appalachian Summer
estival’s Qutdoor Fireworks Concert,
Blue Ridge Electric members are eligible to
purchase discounted tickets for this year’s
grand finale event by calling the University’s
festival Box Office. The concert has become
a permanent part of the High Country’s sum-
mer scene and is filled with music, dancing,
fireworks and fun.

This year’s featured performer is world-
renowned vocalist and entertainer Wynonna,
whose powerful sound runs the gamut from
rhythm and blues, gospel, rock and country.
Named top Female Vocalist by the Academy
of Country Music at thirteen, Wynonna is a
twenty-three year music veteran with 20 #1
hits and a multitude of gold and platinum

Ticket information: Page 3 and at
www.BlueRidgeEMC.com.

records. Innovative, inspired and imagina-
tive, this phenomenal music icon continues
to touch the heart and souls of many with
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Member Discount Available for
An Appalachian Summer Festival Concert

her soulful
voice and
presence.
She is pres-
ently on
tour with
some  of
the most
revered
symphony
orchestras
across the
United States and is set to release her
seventh studio album in 2007.

An Appalachian Summer Festival is a
cultural arts program of Appalachian State
University. The month-long arts festival
features visual and performing arts for all
ages. This is the ninth consecutive year
Blue Ridge Electric has sponsored An
Appalachian Summer Festival as part of its
commitment to local communities.

The Outdoor Fireworks Concert with
Wynonna will be held Saturday, July 28,
starting at 7:30 p.m. in Kidd Brewer
Stadium on the campus of ASU. The
evening will conclude with the concert’s
spectacular trademark fireworks show.

Wynonna



FOR SALE

1998 Porsche Boxster convertible,
clean, nonsmoker, garaged, red/tan,
59,600 miles, $18,000. Contact Bob at
336-406-3522.

Farm house table, 36” x48”, ex. cond.,
4 new chairs in box, $110. Call 336-
982-3203.

Hand quilted quilts, different pat-
terns, queen size. Call 828-297-3507.

Double futon, dark wood, deluxe pad,
$200. Call 704-857-1433.

Electric wheelchair, never used; ex-
erciser glider (exercises legs and arms),
never used. Call 828-396-8004.

Chest freezer, GE, 20 cu. ft., in good
condition, $125. Purchaser must trans-

port. Call 336-846-9953.

1995 Harley Davidson Sportster
Hugger, modified to 1200, Buell heads,
custom paint, 17,300 mi., extras, $5,200.
Call before 8 p.m., 828-264-4915.

Dutchman camper, 35 ft., fully
equipped, sleeps 6. Call 336-372-4332
or cell: 336-657-0580.

@ The Trading Post

NOTICE - Members of Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation are invited to submit ads for the Trading Post.
However, no real estate, business, or ads for animals will be accepted. We will place ads in the “Trading Post” on a
first-come, first-served basis, and we reserve the right to refuse any ads due to space limitations or questionable content.
Ads will be limited to a maximum of four lines. We do not accept ads for wood or coal-burning appliances, or electric
thermal storage units. Prices should be included on all items. Ads should be mailed to: Cornelia Cornell, Production
Supervisor, the Enlightener, Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation, PO Box 112, Lenoir, NC 28645.

Panasonic multi-camcorder, 750X
digital-20X Hi-definition lens. In-
cludes batteries & charger, ex. cond.,
asking $150 cash. Call 828-754-2993.

Upright player piano, $350; Victo-
rian walnut wardrobe, nice, $1,700.
Call 336-349-6910.

Antique showcase, 24” Wx 71” L x
42” H, 100 yrs. old, mint condition,
mahogany, $500. Call 919-920-1799
or e-mail simmonsdoug@msa.com.

Antique bedroom suite, 3 pc.; bowl
and pitcher set; George Washington

bedspread, around 100 yrs. old,
$2,000. Call 336-982-8567.

1999 Ford Ranger 4x4 ext. cab truck,
A/C, CD player, auto., white, great
condition, 94K miles, $8,200. Call
828-297-4373.

Jazzy 1120 Power Chair, ex. cond.,
used very little. For more information

call 336-982-2474.

WANTED
Spoiled hay. Call 828-963-1173.
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| Outdoor Fireworks Concert An A lachi |
n alachnian
| Wynonna Judd S PP Fostiunl i |
: ummer restiva PRummer
| Ticket Order Form Festival ™ |
| Tickets may be ordered from ASU by phone, FAX, Outdoor Fireworks Concert |!
| mail, or at www.BlueRidgeEMC.com: . |
| 1. For mail orders, send this order form with your check, with |
| money order, VISA® or MasterCard® number to: W nonn |
| Farthing Auditorium Box Office ¥j ?jd a |
Appalachian State University u
I I
PO Box 32057
I Boone, North Carolina 28608-2057 I
| Tickets will be held at the stadium box office and Satu rd_ay’ JU|y 28~ |
| can be picked up on the day of the concert, or they can 7:30 p.m. |
| be mailed back if a self-addressed stamped envelope is |
I included and received by July 12. Stadium opens at 6:30 p.m. I
2. For phone orders using your VISA® or MasterCard®, call ) )
: toll free: 1-800-841-2787 or (828) 262-4046 in the Boone Kidd Brewer Stadium :
area. Hours: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday. Appalachian State Universit
| Blue Ridge Electric customers - to receive your discount, PP y |
| have your electric account number ready. |
3. FAX this order form with your VISA® or MasterCard® ; ;
I number to: (828) 262-2848. This coupon entitles :
4. To order tickets over the Internet, go to
| www.BlueRidgeEMC.com and click on “ASU Concert Tickets.” Biue Ridge Electio Mamber |
| Name |
[ éﬁjress e Zp Blue Ridge Electric Account l.\lumber (requi.red for discount) :
| Blue Ridge Electric account number (required for discount) to purchase up to four discount tickets from ASU. |
| Phone (day) (evening) |
| ?dglt ;.ckets X $§5 =9 Adult Tickets with |
| (imit4 per member Blue Ridge Electric member discount - $25 ||
| __ Additional adult tickets x $30 =9 larly $30 |
| — Children’s tickets (12 years . (reglf ary ) |
| &youngen)x $5 (no limit) =3 Children’s Tickets - $5 |
| Subtotal  § |
Handling charge $ )
| Grandtotal § 2.00 All tickets must be purchased through ASU. ||
| Q Check: (payable to ASU) Sponsored by |
[ Charge tomy QVISA® QO MasterCard® |
redit card account number
Credit card b
| Exp. Date BLUERDGE [
I S|gnature electric membership corp. I
b — |
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PURPA Update

s part of Blue Ridge
Electric’s determination
process for the standards

set forth in the Energy Policy Act
0f 2005 (EPAct 2005), the coopera-
tive held a public hearing on Janu-
ary 30 to give interested members
the opportunity to make comments
and discuss related issues.

The EPAct 2005 amended the
Public Utilities Regulatory Policies
Act of 1978 (PURPA), with the
goal of encouraging conservation of
energy, making more efficient use of
electric udlity facilities, and helping
ensure equitable rates for consumers.

The standards of the EPAct

2005 include Net Metering, Time
Based Metering, Interconnection,

Members Only News

Fuel Source Diversity, and Fossil
Fuel Generation Efficiency. A
decision on the appropriateness to
implement each individual standard
will be made on or before July 31,
2007, and will be based on the
Cooperative’s studies and input
received from members. The deci-
sions will be communicated in
writing through official notice.

Public comments and staff
recommendations appear on Blue
Ridge Electric’s web site at
www.BlueRidge EMC.com. For
more information, contact Brian
Crutchfield at 1-800-451-5474,
Ext. 3279 or by e-mail at

berutchfield@blueridgeemc.com.

Nominating Committee Named

he board of directors ap-
pointed members for the
cooperative’s Nominating

Committee at their February board
meeting. The committee will select
a slate of nominees to fill four
available board seats this year, and
the nominees will be announced in
the May Enlightener as well as posted
in district offices 30 days prior to the
Annual Membership Meeting,
which is held the second Saturday
of June each year.

Committee members are:

Caldwell:
Blayne Hollar, Caroline

Woody, Monteen German. Alter-
nate: Charles Woodworth.

Watauga:

Margaret Pierce, Doyle Ward,
Hobert Watson. Alternate:
Joyce Rhymer

Asbhe:

Bobby Ashley, Louise Hart,
Marty Norris. Alternate:
Lynelle Blackburn

Alleghany:

Edith Cooper, Peggy Choate,
Joseph C. Jones Jr.. Alternate:
Nina Elliott
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