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Transformers

Transformers: Child Safety and
Lawn and Garden Tips

(From page 1)

Keep shrubs and other plant-
ings away from transformers.

Energy Savers

Electric padmount transformers, bet-
ter known as those “big green boxes”
scattered through your neighborhood,

deserve more attention than you might expect.
Transformers can serve up to six houses, so in
a large neighborhood, transformers can be
abundant. The purpose of a transformer is to
change high voltage electricity to a lower volt-
age needed for supplying power to the lights
and appliances in your home.

Children, however, can view padmount
transformers as playground equipment and not
u n d e r-
s t a n d
t h e i r
dangers.
Parents
need to
explain
t r a n s -
formers
are not
m e a n t
for play-
ing, climbing, or disturbing.

Transformers can be a potential danger if
soil is eroded from around the base or if they
become damaged, such as when they fall prey
to vandals or landscaping equipment. Warn

your children not to put their fingers, sticks
or other objects through cracks in a trans-
former, and teach your child about the
yellow or orange electrical hazard stickers
located on the boxes. Children should
never play in areas where they see these
hazard stickers. Always report broken locks
on transformer boxes to your cooperative.

Here are some gardening and yard
maintenance tips that will help enhance
neighborhood padmount transformer safety.
• Make sure transformers have at least 10

feet of unobstructed access area around
them and call us to locate underground
equipment before you dig around trans-
formers.

• Make sure transformers aren’t obstructed
by fences, shrubs, trees, plants, and storage
sheds.

• Develop landscaping plans and take them
to your local nursery for advice on plant
selection and planting procedures. You

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy estimates

most homeowners could
save 20 to 30 percent on energy

bills by making energy-efficient improve-
ments around the house. Here are ways to
help you save:
• Replace your old-fashioned incandescent

bulbs and overhead lights with compact
fluorescent bulbs. They cost a bit more
initially, but you’ll recover the price
through lowered energy use. Plus, com-
pact fluorescent bulbs last much longer
than incandescents and emit less heat, so
your house stays cooler.

• Almost 85 percent of the energy used
washing clothes goes to heating the
water. Washing with cold water will get
your clothes just as clean in most cases.

• Take showers instead of baths to use less
hot water. Replace your showerhead with
a low-flow showerhead, which uses less
water but concentrates it so you don’t
notice the difference.

• Check to make sure you have adequate
attic insulation. It may seem like a winter
task, but it can help reduce your cooling
bill and make your home more comfort-
able. (Please see  “Transformers” on page 6)

don’t want to plant vegetation that will
become a transformer obstruction when
full grown.

• Make sure plant roots don’t interfere with
wire and buried cables.

Keeping the area around the transformer in
your yard or your neighbor’s yard unob-
structed can speed up power restoration dur-
ing outages and routine maintenance checks.

To help stabilize long-term power costs, your board of directors re-
cently approved the signing of a new wholesale power agreement
with Duke Energy Carolinas that begins in September and extends

through the year 2021. Members will benefit with more stable rates in future
years as some of our existing power contracts expire and Duke begins to supply
an increasing amount of our power needs.

Providing now for future rate stabilization is important as cost pressures are
beginning to build for the
entire electric industry from
the need to build more power
generation sources for a grow-
ing consumer base.

Our vision for the agreement with Duke is to secure the most reliable and
cost-effective power supply for our members now and for many years into the
future. We evaluated numerous suppliers and Duke offered the best combination
of reliability and economics.

Other good news for members that affects you more immediately is a reduc-
tion in the wholesale power cost adjustment (WPCA) listed on your bill. The
WPCA, which recovers only the increases in wholesale power purchased for our
members, will be reduced from $12 to $10 per 1,000 kwh starting in June.

Planning efforts we undertook last fall are helping lead to the reduction.
Last year, when energy prices spiked to unprecedented levels, we implemented
a “rolling WPCA” to spread out the increase over a number of months and
gradually collect the wholesale power increases. We did this to help shield our
members from the extreme spikes during a time when energy bills are already
higher due to heating.

While we see the cost of generation fuels stabilizing somewhat, they are still
at historically high levels. Unfortunately, the pressure will continue due to gen-
eration fuel costs and the need to address long-term supply and demand issues.

A critical part in our plan for meeting these challenges is the new long-
term power resource agreement with Duke. The rate stability and power reli-
ability the agreement provides is very positive for our members. It is one of
the most important ways your cooperative is looking out for your best inter-
ests and keeping our focus on serving you, our member-owners.
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Positive Moves for Members

See The Perspective to learn
about the WPCA reduction and
other news about ways we’re
working to stabilize costs.
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Members Only NewsThe Trading Post
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NOTICE - Members of Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation are invited to submit ads for the Trading Post.
However, no real estate, business, or ads for animals will be accepted. We will place ads in the “Trading Post” on a
first-come, first-served basis, and we reserve the right to refuse any ads due to space limitations or questionable content.
Ads will be limited to a maximum of four lines. We do not accept ads for wood or coal-burning appliances, or electric
thermal storage units. Prices should be included on all items. Ads should be mailed to: Cornelia Cornell, Production
Supervisor, the Enlightener, Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation, PO Box 112, Lenoir, NC 28645.

Clip and return to the ASU ticket office. Copies cannot be accepted.

An Appalachian
Summer Festival

Outdoor Fireworks Concert
with

John Michael Montgomery
with

Cowboy Crush

Saturday, July 29 – 7:30 p.m.
Stadium opens at 6:30 p.m.

✁

This coupon entitles

_____________________________________
Blue Ridge Electric Member

_____________________________________
Blue Ridge Electric Account Number (required for discount)

to purchase up to four discount tickets from ASU.

Advance - Adult Tickets with
Blue Ridge Electric member discount - $20

(regularly $25)
Children’s Tickets - $5

Day of Concert - Adult Tickets with
Blue Ridge Electric member discount - $22

(regularly $30)

All tickets must be purchased through ASU.

Sponsored by

2.00

Kidd Brewer Stadium
Appalachian State University

Outdoor Fireworks Concert
John Michael Montgomery

with
Cowboy Crush

Ticket Order Form
Tickets may be ordered from ASU by phone, fax, mail,

or at www.BlueRidgeEMC.com:

1. For mail orders, send this order form with your check,
money order, VISA® or MasterCard® number to:

Farthing Auditorium Box Office
Appalachian State University
PO Box 32057
Boone, North Carolina  28608-2057

Tickets will be held at the stadium box office and can
be picked up on the day of the concert, or they can be
mailed back if a self-addressed stamped envelope is
included and received by July 12.

2. For phone orders using your VISA® or MasterCard®, call
toll free: 1-800-841-2787 or (828) 262-4046 in the Boone
area. Hours: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday.

Blue Ridge Electric customers - to receive your discount,
have your electric account number ready.

3. Fax this order form with your VISA® or MasterCard® number
to: (828) 262-2848.

4. To order tickets over the Internet, go to
www.BlueRidgeEMC.com and click on “ASU Concert Tickets.”

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City ________________ State _____ Zip ___________

Blue Ridge Electric account number (required for discount)
__________________________________________________

Phone (day)____________ (evening)___________________

___ Advance adult tickets x $20 = $_____________

   (limit 4 per member)

___ Additional adult tickets x $25 = $_____________

___ Children’s tickets (12 years

& younger) x $5 (no limit) = $_____________

Subtotal $_____________

Handling charge $_____________

Grand total $ _____________

❑ Check: (payable to ASU)

Charge to my  ❑ VISA®      ❑ MasterCard®

Credit card account number _________________________
Exp. Date _______________________________________
Signature _______________________________________

Holiday Closing
Blue Ridge
Electric’s
offices will
be closed
Tuesday, July 4,
in observance of
Independence Day. Have
a safe and happy holiday!

WANTED

Camper top in good condition for
Dodge 1500, 6’ bed. Call 828-963-
0618.

1958 Chevrolet Impala in good con-
dition, or one to restore. Call 828-495-
8860.

Old metal yard/porch furniture, pre
1970, (gliders, chairs, etc.) Call 423-
727-5507.

FOR SALE

Sizzix Die Cut Machine for
scrapbooking. Never been opened,
$55. Call any time, 336-846-7546.

1978 Ford F-100 Pickup, 302 en-
gine, manual shift, great truck for work
or play, no junk, $1,600. Call 336-246-
8723.

2003 17’ Sea Pro center console boat
w/90 HP Johnson outboard, 25 hours,
under warranty. Fully equipped and ga-
raged, $11,500. Call 919-751-2248.

Rosenthal china set for 8, plus cof-
fee service set, etc. Classic White Rose
“Maria” pattern. $750 or make offer.
Call 336-982-6132.

1999 Oldsmobile Bravada w/leather
heated seats, all power,  air bags, tow-
ing pkg., CD player, ex. cond., 66K
mi., $8,500. Call 828-612-6207.

Four gravesites, “Garden of Prayer”
section in Guilford Memorial Park in
Greensboro, $6,000 OBO. Call 828-
728-2449.

RCA TV, 25”, $100; one 6’ long
wooden settee, $75; four-piece Fiesta-

ware sets, $20 each. Call 828-313-
0153.

Smith Corona word processor, $20;
LP records, $1 each or better price on
groups of records. Call 828-264-0943.

Dining room set, walnut, 6’ table w/
3 leaves, 6 chairs, buffet w/glass cov-
ered top, china closet w/9 convex panes
of glass, $850. Call 828-297-2325.

2000 Winnebago Brave, 26’, 42,000
mi, excellent cond.  Includes tow bar
and canvas cover, $29,500. Call 828-
758-8311.

Pool table, $100. Call 828-437-0639
or 828-406-2438.

Ensuring reliable electricity
for our members is a top
priority at Blue Ridge Elec-

tric. To keep you informed of key
projects going on across the system,
we will begin providing you with a
quarterly system improvement con-
struction update. While we contact
members when we will be on their
property during a project, this will
serve as a general notice to the
membership at large.

System improvement projects
scheduled for completion or in
progress this summer include:
Caldwell District
◆ Hudson, Hwy 321: upgrading

underground and overhead lines
to serve consumer growth near
the community college.

◆ Wilkes County: upgrading over-
head lines to serve consumer
growth near Darby.

Watauga District
◆ Cove Creek area: line enhance-

ments for greater reliability.
◆ Deep Gap area: upgrading lines

to create a tie between two sub-
stations for improved reliability.

Ashe District
◆ Shatley Springs: substation work

enhancements for improved re-
liability.

◆ Baldwin: new substation con-
struction as well as line enhance-
ments to meet consumer growth
needs. Also, a transmission
switch is being installed on the
Baldwin transmission line to
help localize and minimize the
number of members affected
during an outage.

◆ Transmission line upgrade from
the Obids community to the
new substation behind the Dr.
Pepper plant: an existing trans-
mission line in Ashe County is
being upgraded from 100 kilo-
volts (kv)  to 230 kv to serve the
growth and demand needs in
Ashe, Watauga, and Alleghany
counties.
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