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   What is the Blue Ridge Electric Members Foundation?

The Foundation was established in 2006 to provide assistance to members and service organizations providing assistance to local communities.
Where do the funds for the Foundation come from?

Funding for Foundation grants comes from members participating in Blue Ridge Electric’s Operation Round Up® and Operation Round Up PLUS® programs as well as a $25,000 Blue Ridge Electric contribution to the foundation from profits earned by Blue Ridge Energies, the cooperative’s fuel subsidiary.
Who is eligible for Foundation funding?

The Foundation receives grant applications from service organizations that provides benefits to the people in Blue Ridge Electric’s and Blue Ridge Energies service area and who are providing needed services in the areas of health wellness and treatment; education and youth; economic and community development; and environmental enhancement and quality of life.
Religious and political organizations are not eligible for funding.

Organizations should seek grants to provide specific services that benefit others. General operating expenses should not be requested.

What is the selection process?

Applications must be submitted by the deadline and complete. Incomplete applications will not be considered and will not be returned. Applications are reviewed by members of the Foundation Advisory Committee (FAC) which is made up of representatives from all Blue Ridge Electric Member Advisory Committees. The FAC makes funding recommendations to the Blue Ridge Electric Board of Directors for final approval. This process assures members are the best stewards of the members’ money. Employees of Blue Ridge Electric are not involved in the approval process.
How does an organization apply for a grant?

Applications should be submitted to Kim Webb, administrative assistant, at Blue Ridge Electric, PO Box 112, Lenoir, NC 28645. If you have any questions during the application process, please contact Kim Webb at 828-758-2383, ext. 3207, or via email at kwebb@blueridgeemc.com. Cover letters accompanying the application are required. Cover letters allow the applicant additional opportunity to define their project or program needs but should only be used to enhance the application, not replace any part of the application.
Note: A maximum of two approved grants per 24 months may be awarded. Organizations meeting this requirement should refrain from applying until the next eligible grant cycle.


Important Information for Grant Applicants

The following information will be helpful to remember or consider as you complete your application.
· The foundation Advisory Committee that will review your application is made up of members just like you.

· All grants must provide clearly identifiable potential benefit to the community and the membership.

· All grant recipients must demonstrate clear fiscal and administrative capability.

· All grant applications (organization, project or program) must be clearly defined and have the potential for general membership understanding.

· Applicants that demonstrate the ability to leverage other sources of funding are desirable; the Foundation will refrain from situations where it may be the primary or principal funding source and/or become the lifeline for continuing service of the applicant.

· All applicants should be able to provide results that are predictable and can be evaluated and allow ready access to this information upon request.

· During current economic conditions, applications that can demonstrate direct assistance or benefit to the members and communities will receive greater consideration than applications that have less direct or immediate impact.

· In order to receive grant proceeds, all grant recipients are required to sign a contract and agree to provide a report detailing the use of the grant. Failure to comply with these requirements will prevent future grant consideration.
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Grant Application 

______________________________________________________________________________
Name of Agency/Organization

______________________________________________________________________________

Address

______________________________________________________________________________

City





State



Zip

______________________________________________________________________________

Phone




E-Mail



Fax

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Contact Person




     Title

Tax ID No. ____________________________________       Year of Incorporation: ___________

Is organization/agency requesting funding exempt from payment of income tax? Yes____ No____

If yes, a copy of letter (Form 501[c] 3) from Internal Revenue Service must be attached.

Please answer the following questions/request for information in the order they are provided and attach your responses to the application. Please reserve narrative answers to 100 words or less.

1. What is the mission of your organization?

2. Include the number of individuals, families or groups impacted by your organizations programs last year. Indicate which counties are served and breakdown information by counties served.

3. What is the specific project for which your organization is requesting support from the Blue Ridge Electric Members Foundation?

4. What is the total budget for proposed project listed above?

5. What is the amount of funding requested from the Blue Ridge Electric Members Foundation?

6. What other support has been secured for this project?

7. What is the programmatic time-frame for this project? What is the time-frame that the funds requested will be spent?

8. What are the anticipated outcomes of this project? How will Blue Ridge members benefit from this grant/community investment?

9. How will you measure the effectiveness of this project?

10. Who were your three largest sources of funding last year and amounts?

11. How many full and part time employees does your organization have?

12. What is your total salary budget for the current year? Please indicate the highest paid salary member of your organization, amount and title/responsibility of this person?

13. Is there anything else you would like the Foundation Advisory Committee to know about your application or organization?
Other Required Information:

· A Short Version of your Income Statement and your Balance Sheet for the current year and previous two years (if applicable) are required on provided forms. Please do not include any other financial data. Failure to comply with the requested financial information will result in an incomplete application and will not be considered.
· Include a list of three references with addresses and contact information (phone, E-mail preferred.) References should include at least one other source of funding equal to or greater than the request made of the Members Foundation. References should not include employees or members of the organization making the request.
· Include a list of your current board members along with their terms of service. Briefly describe any attributes of your board that you feel is important (compensation, 100 percent volunteer; percent contributing to your organization, etc.)

(Please make sure all boxes are checked on page one before submitting your application.)

The information contained in this application is for the purposes of obtaining funding from the Blue Ridge Electric Members Foundation on behalf of the undersigned. The undersigned understands that the information provided herein is used in deciding to grant funding, and each undersigned requests and warrants that the information provided is true and complete and that the Blue Ridge Electric Members Foundation Advisory Committee may consider this statement as continuing to be true and correct until a written notice of a change is provided. The Blue Ridge Electric Members Foundation is authorized to make all inquiries deemed necessary to verify the accuracy of the statements made herein.

The undersigned agrees to provide written and/or photographic evidence of the grant funding in action upon request of the Blue Ridge Electric Members Foundation.

Name of agency/organization: ______________________________________________________

Representative’s signature: ______________________________________ Date: _____________

(Please include current fiscal year-to-date and two of the last completed years (if applicable) balance sheet information – this form only will be accepted.)

Short version Balance Sheet:


Current Fiscal Year-to-Date

For fiscal Year beginning _________________________ and ending ___________________________

Cash on hand including short-term investments


________________________________

Long Term Investments





________________________________

Fixed assets including real property



________________________________

Restricted Assets:


Permanent *





________________________________


Temporary *





________________________________

Other assets (please define below)



________________________________






Total assets:

________________________________








________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Short term liabilities





________________________________

Long term liabilities with any loan terms defined below

________________________________

Other liabilities (please define below)



________________________________






Total liabilities:

________________________________








________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
*Note: Please explain/define the amount and terms of any restricted assets as well as define other assets and liabilities.

(Please include current fiscal year-to-date and two of the last completed years (if applicable) balance sheet information – this form only will be accepted.)

Short version Income Statement/P&L:



Last Completed Fiscal Year

Fiscal Year Beginning Date _________________________ Ending Date ___________________________

Total Revenue




Budget



Actual

Sales/Fee for Service/Contracts


_____________________
___________________

Donations:


Individual



_____________________
___________________


Corporate



_____________________
___________________


Foundation(s)



_____________________
___________________


Public (Government)


_____________________
___________________

Other (define if more than 10 percent)

_____________________
___________________

Total Expenses:




_____________________
___________________

Salary & Benefits



_____________________
___________________

Rent/Mortgage




_____________________
___________________

Utilities





_____________________
___________________

*Other (total from below)



_____________________
___________________

*Other Expenses: List any category separately that represents greater than 10 percent of your operating expense.

Description







Amount

____________________________________________________

__________________________


____________________________________________________

__________________________

____________________________________________________

__________________________

____________________________________________________

__________________________

____________________________________________________

__________________________

____________________________________________________

__________________________
Grant


Application























Foundation Advisory


Committee Members





Caldwell District


*	Monteen German


	Kelly Melton


	David Beckett


Watauga District


*	Margaret Pierce


	Rick Coffey


	Dink Miller


Ashe District


*	Brent Graybeal


	Marty Norris


	Mack Powers


Alleghany District


*	Roger Schweickert


	Dan Abernathy


	Peggy Choate


*	Denotes Member Advisory


       Committee Chairs








Important Dates 2010





Application Deadlines


March 31 and September 30








Grants Announced


June 1 and December 1

















�





Important Notes: Incomplete applications or late applications will not be accepted. Applications must be postmarked or delivered by the due date. Faxed applications will not be accepted. (Efforts for future electronic submissions are being made.) Members of the Foundation Advisory committee may contact the applicant, applicant’s references and/or board members to obtain additional information if needed.





Is your application complete?�


(   Cover letter attached


(    Letter of determination from IRS attached


(    Two required financial forms attached


(    All questions answered


(    Current list of board members with terms attached 
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